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they assembled at an appointed place, and came "back to the
camp shouting the Cossacks' war-cry of< Hourra! * thus terri-
fying the weaker men, many of whom fled, leaving their
effects behind. Then the pretended Cossacks, after pillaging,
all round, went off, and returned before daylight to their
places in the French column, where they resumed, tlxe title of
Poles, with liberty to become Cossacks again the next night.
Attention having been called to this atrocious brigandage,
several generals and colonels resolved to punish it. General
Maison had such a good look-out kept in the bivoixacs of the
2nd corps, that one fine night our outposts surprised some
fifty Poles just as they were making up to play tliedr part of
sham Cossacks, and were on the point of giving their
' Hourra!' as pillagers. Seeing themselves siarrounded
on all sides, the brigands had the impudence to say
that they had meant to play a practical joke, "fcmt, as it
was neither the place nor the time for joking, General Maison
had them all shot then and there. It was some time before
we saw any more robbers of that sort, but they re-appeared
later on.

On December 9, we reached Wilna, where there were still
some stores, but the Duke of Bassano and General Hogendorf
had retired to the Niemen, and there was no oxie to give
orders. There, as at Smolensk, the commissaries required,
before giving out provisions and clothing, that regular receipts
should be handed to them, a thing which, in the disorganised
state of all the regiments, was impossible to do, and thus
precious time was lost. General Maison had sevei'al store-
houses broken open, and his troops got some food aiad cloth-
ing, but the rest was taken the next day by tKe Russians.
Soldiers from the other corps went about the town in the hope
of being taken in by the inhabitants, but the people who, six
months before, had been longing for the French closed their
houses as soon as they saw them in trouble. Tlie Jews
alone received those who could pay for this fleeting Hospitality.
Thus repulsed alike from the stores and from private houses,
the great majority of the famished men made their way to
the hospitals, which soon were crammed to overflowing, terrible situation
